
UK Immigration

Barar & Associates

 Guide to EU Settlement Scheme

1. ‘Pre-settled’ status

2. ‘Settled’ status

April 2019
Barar & Associates is an UK immigration law firm Authorised and Regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority



Introduction: Brexit
A new digital settlement application process, called EU Settlement Scheme, opened on 30 March
2019 for EU nationals in the UK and their family members.

They must apply for “pre-settled” or “settled” status before the end of the transitional period, which
is 30 June 2021 (if a deal is in place) or 31 December 2020 (if no deal is in place).

‘Pre-settled’ status replaces the EEA Residence Card and ‘settled’ status replaces the EEA Permanent 
Residence (PR) Card. Registration under the EU Settlement Scheme is compulsory. 

Settled Status or Permanent Residence? 
Obtaining a PR card can allow you to apply for British citizenship sooner as it is granted retrospectively. 
This is not the case for settled status. 

However, if you do not meet the eligibility criteria for a PR card (exercising EU Treaty rights for 5 
continuous years – i.e. being a worker, self-employed, self-sufficient, student or jobseeker), you can still 
apply for settled status which only requires continuous residence in the UK for 5 years, without the 
need to show that you have been exercising your EU Treaty rights. 

This is good if you have gaps in your employment and did not have a Comprehensive Sickness Insurance.  



Who can apply and for what? 
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EU Settlement Scheme application: Step by step

You should receive a decision from the Home Office within a week 

Step 1

• Identity

Download EU Exit: ID Document check app on phone or table to scan the biometric details of your passport 
and/or Biometric Residence Permit and scan and take a photo of yourself. 
If you cannot use the app, you can book an appointment (this can be chargeable) to scan your ID document 
and take a photo of yourself. 
For family member of EEA and British national (dual national), need to request a paper form and enrol 
biometric information. 

Step 2

• UK Residence & Criminality

After step 1, you will receive a link via an email or text to complete the EU Settlement online application form. 

Step 3

• Supporting documents

Upload all supporting documents needed to evidence status in the UK.  
Number of documents to upload limited.
In some situations, supporting documents need to be sent via post. 
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